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Message Text 


UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 TOKYO 01475 040852Z 
15 

ACTION EPA-04 

INFO OCT-01 EA-10 ISO-OO OES-05 DOTE-OO CIAE-00 INR-07 

NSAE-00 PA-02 RSC-01 USIA-15 PRS-01 SP-02 EB-07 

COME-OO CEQ-01 FEA-01 NSF-02 /059 W 

017169 

R 040843Z FEB 75 
FM AMEMBASSY TOKYO 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 7778 

UNCLAS TOKYO 1475 

DEPT PASS TO EPA FOR WINGATE LLOYD 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SENV, JA, US 

SUBJECT: REPORTS OF POLLUTION FROM US CATALYTIC CONVERTERS 

1. GOJ ENVIRONMENT AGENCY HAS EXPRESSED GREAT INTEREST IN WIRE 
SERVICE ARTICLES WHICH RECEIVED FRONT-PAGE TREATMENT IN SEVERAL 
TOKYO VERNACULAR PAPERS ON JANUARY 29 TO EFFECT THAT EPA RESEARCH 
REPORT MADE PUBLIC ON JANUARY 27 CONFIRMED THAT CATALYTIC 
CONVERTERS ATTACHED TO 1975 US CARS COULD BECOME DANGEROUS SOURCE 
OF SULFURIC ACID POLLUTION, AND THAT EPA WAS RECONSIDERING USE 

OF SUCH CONVERTERS. ENVIRONMENT AGENCY SCIENTISTS HAVE, OF 
COURSE BEEN AWARE FOR SOME TIME FOR POSSIBLE UNDESIRABLE SIDE 
EFFECTS OF CATALYTIC CONVERTERS, BUT URGENTLY REQUEST INFORMATION 
ON LATEST FINDINGS, REASON FOR RELEASE OF REPORT AT THIS TIME, AND 
PROGNOSIS FOR FUTURE DECISIONS AND ACTIONS. 

2. EMBASSY WOULD APPRECIATE RECEIVING FIVE COPIES OF THIS 
REPORT AS SOON AS POSSIBLE FOR DISTRIBUTION TO INTERESTED GOJ 
AGENCIES AND TELEGRAPHIC EXPLANATION OF BACKGROUND. 

HODGSON 
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Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: AIR POLLUTION, REPORTS, AUTOMOBILES 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 04 FEB 1975 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: n/a 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975TOKYO01475 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D750040-0203 
From: TOKYO 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t19750272/aaaacnbg.tel 

Line Count: 50 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EPA 
Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 1 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: CunninFX 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 17 APR 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <17 APR 2003 by RuthemTJ>; APPROVED <13 JAN 2004 by CunninFX> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
05 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: REPORTS OF POLLUTION FROM US CATALYTIC CONVERTERS 
TAGS: SENV, ELTN, JA, US 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 
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